
2003 OFMA Awards Recipients
 
Canfield Fair Manager Wins 

"Fair Manager of the Year" Award 

Beverly Fisher, manager of the Canfield Fair, received the Greater Ohio 
Showmen's Association's (GOSA) prestigious "Fair Manager of the Year" 
award. Ms. Fisher, recognized by Ohio concessionaires and ride owners for 
her excellent management of the Canfield Fair, accepted a plaque, presented 
by GOSA board member Kurt Otterbacher at the Ohio Fair Manager's 
District 5 and 9 meeting in Mogadore on March 23. 

Since 1991, Ms. Fisher has worked with the Mahoning County 
Agricultural Society. She has served as manager since 1995. She is respon­
sible for sponsorships, year-round marketing of the fairground, placement of 
concessions and vendors at the fair and preparation of financial reports, 
including the annual state report. Ms. Fisher is active in the International 
Association of Festivals and Events and the Ohio Fair Managers 
Association. 

Born and raised in Green Township, Ohio, Ms. Fisher graduated from 
South Range High School in 1975. Beverly and her husband, Randy, own a 
small farm that is part of the original farm where she was raised. 

Williams County Fair Director Wins 
"Concession Manager of the Year" Award 

Rex Ridgway, director of concessions for the Williams County Fair, 
received the Greater Ohio Showmen's Association (GOSA) prestigious 
"Concession Manager of the Year" award. Ray Prowant of Durant Amuse­
ments presented the award to Mr. Ridgway at the Ohio Fair Managers' 
District 1 and 2 meeting in Wapakoneta on March 22. 

Mr. Ridgway has served as the Williams County Fair director for over 25 
years. He also served as president of the fair and is one of the founding 
members of the Williams County Jr. Fairboard. 

"Outstanding Achievement in Games" 
Wally and Kay Durbin were honored for their Outstanding 

Achievement in Games at the Greater Ohio Showmen's Association annual 
meeting January 7 at the Hyatt. Mr. Durbin started in the industry 30 years 
ago as an organ grinder with a monkey. 

"Special Appreciation Awards" 
Dennis Sims, concession manager of the Jefferson County Fair, 

received the Greater Ohio Showmen's Association (GOSA) "Special 
Appreciation" award. Mr. Sims accepted a plaque presented by David Drake 
of Drake's Concessions at the Ohio Fair Managers' District 7 and 8 meeting 
in Zanesville on March 29. 

Mr. Sims retired from Pepsi Cola after 41 years of employment. He has 
served as concession manager of the fair for the past four years and is 
actively involved with the Special Olympics. 

Donald P. Klingler, executive secretary of the Ohio Fair Managers' 
Association (OFMA), received the Greater Ohio Showmen's Association 
(GOSA) "Special Appreciation" award. Ray Prowant and Stan Connell 
presented the award to Mr. Klinger at the Ohio Fair Managers' district 
meetings throughout March. Mr. Klinger was recognized for his leadership 
of and dedicated service to the Allen County Agricultural Society and the 
Allen County Fairgrounds. 

Mr. Klinger served as fair manager for 12 years and as executive 
secretary of OFMA for ten years. Don has earned the title of Certified Fair 
Executive from the International Association of Fairs and Exhibitions 
(IAFE) and was named the IAFE Secretary of the Year in 1998. 

Mr. Klinger is an active member of his community. His agricultural =' 
community service includes involvement with the Allen County Soil and 
Water District Association, Allen County Ag Council, Allen County Farm 
Bureau, Lima Area Chamber of Commerce Ag Committee and Lima 
Farmers' Club. Mr. Klinger is also involved with the Lima Kiwanis, Lima 
Chapter of the American Red Cross, Lima Benevolent Protective Order of 
Elks, American Heart Association and Gideon's International. 

Henry F. Lukas, Jr. 
was honored with the 
Greater Ohio Showmen's 
Association's (GOSA) 
Special Recognition 
award for his 38 years of 
service to the Cuyahoga 
Fair and to the Ohio State 
Fair. The award was 
presented by GOSA 
board member Dave 
Gallapoo at the Districts 5 
and 9 Ohio Fair Managers 
Meeting on March 23. 

Mr. Lukas joined the 
Cuyahoga County Agricultural Society in 1965. As evidenced by the varied 
capacities in which he served, Mr. Lukas is always ready for a challenge, 
whether it be administrative, organizational or strictly agricultural. His legal 
expertise and vast experience has made him valuable to the fair as well as a 
great resource for the Constitution and By-Laws Committee of the Ohio Fair 
Board Managers Association. 

Mr. Lukas's strong sense of community involvement extends well into 
his community of Brecksville. He and his wife Irene, active members of St. 
Basil Parish, serve on numerous committees. Dedicated to continuous 
prosperity, he works closely with the Brecksville Residents Association 
keeping tabs on issues directly affecting the community. 

September 16 • 9:00 a.m.
 
Infonnal Meeting
 

Ashland County Fair, Ashland, OH
 

October 13 • 11:00 a.m.
 
JR Hooks Restaurant, Circleville, OH
 

November 13 • 11:00 a.m.
 
Holiday Inn, Worthington, OH
 

December 11 • 11:00 a.m.
 
Holiday Inn, Worthington, OH
 

-2004­

January 5 • 1:00 p.m.
 

Hyatt Regency, Columbus, OH
 

January 6 (time to be determined)
 
ANNUAL MEETING
 

Hyatt Regency, Columbus, OH
 

January 15 • 11:00 a.m.
 
Holiday Inn, Worthington, OH
 

February 19' 11:00 a.m.
 
Holiday Inn, Worthington, OH
 

March 18 • 11:00 a.m.
 
Holiday Inn, Worthington, OH
 

April 22 • 11:00 a.m.
 
I-X Center, Cleveland, OH
 

The GOSA Officers and Trustees welcome all participation and 
remind you that all Board Meetings are open to the Membership. 



- --'----------'-=============================-~_. 

Bones
 
Mirror & Supply
 

~O. Box 72809
 
Newport, Kentucky 41 072
 

L.T.
 
Bones
 

President 

Toll Free 1-888-GIBTOWN
 
Toll Free 1-888-442-8696
 

MIRRORS - DARTS - BALLOONS
 

SUPPORTS THE G.O.S.A.
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Produce 
PERFECT 

frozen slush, 
smoothies and 
ice cappuccino 

Wheaton's Concession Supply Co. 
231 N. Fourth Street • Columbus, OH 43215 

1-800-KER-NELS (537-6357) • Fax 614-224-3297 

G.O.S.A. OFFICERS
 
AND TRUSTEES
 

Bill Prowant, President
 
Tom Linn, 1st Vice President
 

Kevin Koski, 2nd Vice President
 
Dave Shives, Secretaryrrreasurer
 

Ray Prowant
 
Tony Albanese
 

Todd Sipe
 
David F. Gallapoo
 

Travis Downs
 
Doug Guinsler
 
Ken Jaskiewicz
 
Mike Albanese
 

Kurt Otterbacher
 
Brent Bail'
 

Stan Connell
 

* 3.7 gallon bowls* Easy to clean* Heavy duty motor* Easy to use
* Heavy duty compressor* Standby switch* 24 hour/7 day timer* Lighted hopper tops* Stainless steel panels* Fan cooled compressor 
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Division Durant Enterprises, Inc. 
106 South River Street, P.O. Box 79 

Dupont. Ohio 45837 

RIDES AND CONFECTIONS 
Ray and JoAnne Prowant 419-596-3284 
Bill and Anissa Prowant 419-596-3286 

G.O.S.A. NEWS
 
ADVERTISING
 

RATE SCHEDULE
 

Full Page Ad . , $150,00 
1/2 Page Ad , " 85.00 
1/4 Page Ad . , .. , .. " 55.00 
1/8 Page Ad , 35.00 

Plus $15 for Each Photo 
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