This certainly is a hot topic. I have some knowlege of all of the current and some of the pending background check legislastion that is popping up around OH. The first shot in the battle was fired at the Athens Co. Fair in 2007 when the local prosecutor took offense at some "off color" remarks that a dunk tank clown made to some teenage girls. He demanded a list of names of employees from the amusement company. They refused his request. He went to a judge for a court order which was granted. Meawhile the fair ended and the ride company moved on. When their employee list was checked several problems came to light,some deadbeat dads, fake SS#'s and other issues that escape my recollection at this time. This prompted the prosecutor to pen a piece of legislation that would become known as House Bill 246 to be introduced at the state level.HB 246 stalled in committee during 2008 and died at the end of the last session.

The next skirmish erupted in  Marysville OH at the Union Co Fair in 2008. After being stonewalled over a list of ride company employees by a fairboard member,the local sheriff contacted the prosecutor and BANG! another piece of legislation, inspired by the now infamous HB 246 was written and introduced at the local level. This was passed into law as an emergency measure(First and second readings waived and voted on and passed in one coucil meeting)in July of 2008. Just in time for the 2008 fair.This law requires ride, game and novelty operators to submit a list of names to the local police chief (It's a city law, the fairgrounds is within city limits.)for a sexual predator and felony wants and warrants check.

Later that year at a meeting of city administrators the folks from London OH, which is only one or two counties away heard about the Marysville law and got busy on their own legislation.

Meanwhile in Parma OH,the city safety director was working on some legislative housekeeping matters dealing with "Do not knock lists" when the BG Checks for carnival workers hit his radar,so he fired up a law for his city.

So by now you are saying to yourself,"Self, I see a pattern developing here." Well you're right, because the good people of West Jefferson OH, which is just a few miles away from London in the same county, have announced their intentions to put some legislation of their own on the table. And you can bet your Eznglish to Czarnie Dzictionary that they won't be the last city in OH to rush to sound of the cannons in an honest but misguided attempt to protect their fellow citizens (especially the children) from the likes of you and me. 

Now, the problem as I see it,is one of perception. We (The Amusement Industry) are perceived as a threat to them (The Local Citizenry)for a number of reasons. Numero Uno is the negative image that the words Carnie,Carnival,Carnival Worker,or whatever other nomenclature attached to our industry conjures up in the minds of the general public. We are looked upon in a generally negative light by a good portion of our fellow Americans. 

Hell,I started this rant because this evening on the number one late night show in America, Jay Leno was following a train of "The Economy Is So Bad" jokes when he said the following: "The economy is so bad that carnival workers have to moleste each other." And he got a HUGE laugh. Now that's a real image problem for us.
