HOUSE BILL 246
 
I am writing this article in an attempt to make our members aware of a situation that involves every owner/operator in Ohio .  House Bill 246, which was originally introduced by Rep. Jimmy Stewart, would require all of us to submit employee records upon request of local law enforcement agencies within a 48 hour period.  This bill stems from a prior incident occurring at the Athens County Fair where a court ordered background check revealed cases of fictitious social security numbers, outstanding warrants and child supports orders. This information only further prompted the request by Athens County Prosecutor David Warren to pursue legislative action.
 
While working the Coshocton County Fair this fall, Dick Pilati and I had the opportunity to speak with Rep Jimmy Stewart while he was at the fair.   He briefed us on his background with this piece of legislation and we were likewise able to express concerns.  While the initial bill was voted down, we do feel certain that this will be modified and reintroduced at a later date.  
 
We took this information to a meeting of the GOSA at the Fairfield County Fair in October, where we were all in agreement that this bill must be carefully followed.  The GOSA has agreed to hire lobbyist Carolyn Towner of the Towner Policy Group.  Carolyn Towner presently represents the OFMA in this matter and already has an established relationship with many of our members.  We feel with her expertise we will have our best interests served.   
 
While none of us are opposed to any legislation that would improve upon our industry or make for a safer environment, this would not be accomplished by this legislation.  We will be following this matter closely and will keep everyone as informed as possible.  If you would like to read the House Bill 246 in its entirety, please visit the website at www.legislature.state.ohio.us/bills.cfm.  You can search under Legislative Information for House Bill 246 under the 127th Ohio General Assembly.  
 
Kim Bates-Bozich
BATES AMUSEMENT INC
