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State Representative Bob Latta Elected to Congress

State Representative Bob Latta (R-Bowling Green) won the 5th Congressional District December 11 to replace the late U.S. Representative Paul Gillmor, who died in September.  The win came in a heavy Republican district, and the seat was once held by Latta's father.  Latta resigned from the Ohio House of Representatives on December 13, 2007.  

It is believed that Senator Randy Gardner (R-Bowling Green), who had planned to run for the House seat in 2008, since he is term-limited, will be appointed to the Latta House seat in January, 2008.  If Gardner leaves the Senate, his seat would likely be filled by State Representative Mark Wagoner (R-Toledo), who is the Senate Republican Caucus's endorsed candidate for the Senate seat in the 2008 election.  If Wagoner is appointed to the Senate, someone will be named to Wagoner’s House seat.
State Representative Bob Otterman and Healy Resign from the Ohio House 

Also resigning from the Ohio House of Representatives on December 12, 2007 was State Representative Bob Otterman D-Akron) and State Representative William Healy II.  Otterman resigned his 45nd House District seat to take a job locally in Summit County.  Otterman was serving his fourth and final term. He served 29 years as an Akron City Councilman prior to being elected to the Ohio House. 
State Representative William  Healy II (D-Canton) resigned his seat since he was elected in November as the Mayor of the City of Canton.  Healy begins his term as Mayor in January; he defeated incumbent Janet Weir Creighton in a nationally watched race.  Healy was elected to the Ohio House in 2004.  

Amusement Ride Employees, Food Service Workers and Concession Workers

House Bill 246, as introduced by State Representative Jimmy Stewart ( R – Athens), requires concession owners and operators, amusement ride owners and operators, and certain food establishments to provide the names and addresses of their employees within forty-eight hours when requested by the chief of police or county sheriff.  

House Bill 246 was referred to the House Civil and Commercial Law Committee.  A sponsor hearing was held on September 12, 2007 and a proponent hearing was held on September 19, 2007.  No other hearings have been held on House Bill 246.  
Members of the Civil and Commercial Law Committee include the following:

Representative Scott Oelslager ( R – North Canton ), Chair
Representative Matthew Barrett ( D – Amherst), Ranking
Representative Bill Coley ( R – West Chester), Vice Chair
Representative Todd Book ( D – McDermott)

Representative Tony Core ( R – Rushsylvania)

Representative Tim DeGeeter ( D – Parma)

Representative Matt Huffman ( R – Lima)


Representative Dan Dodd ( D – Hebron)

Representative Jim Hughes ( R – Columbus)


Representative Mike Foley (D – Cleveland )

Representative Robert Mecklenborg ( R – Cincinnati)

Representative Sandra Harwood ( D – Niles)

Representative Gerald Stebelton ( R – Lancaster)
Ban on Cash Payouts for Skilled Gaming Machines
House Bill 177, sponsored by State Representative Lou Blessing, allows the same person, association, trust, or corporation to be issued not more than two horse racing permits for race tracks in Ohio.  This bill was amended on the floor of the Ohio House of Representatives to ban cash payouts for skilled gaming machines.  The amendment included criminal penalties for each violation of the law, making it a first-degree misdemeanor for each payout that violates the law. The amendment banned the awarding of prizes valued over $10, although the value of prizes could accumulate on multiple plays.  The bill was signed by the Governor and immediately effective October 25, 2007.

House Bill 177 substitutes a new definition of "skill-based amusement machine" for purposes of the Gambling Law.  It defines a "skill-based amusement machine" to be a mechanical, video, digital, or electronic device that rewards the player or players, if at all, only with merchandise prizes or with redeemable vouchers redeemable only for merchandise prizes, provided that with respect to rewards for playing the game all of the following apply:

·     The wholesale value of the merchandise prize awarded as a result of the single play of a machine does not exceed $10;
·     Redeemable vouchers awarded for any single play of a machine are not redeemable for a merchandise prize with a wholesale value of more than $10;
·     Redeemable vouchers are not redeemable for a merchandise prize that has a wholesale value of more than $10 times the fewest number of single plays necessary to accrue the redeemable vouchers required to obtain that prize; and 
·     Any redeemable vouchers or merchandise prizes are distributed at the site of the skill-based amusement machine at the time of play.
A device, however, is not a "skill-based amusement machine" and must be considered a "slot machine" if it pays cash or if one or more of the following apply:
·     The ability of a player to succeed at the game is impacted by the number or ratio of prior wins to prior losses of players playing the game.
·     Any reward of redeemable vouchers is not based solely on the player achieving the object of the game or the player's score.
·     The outcome of the game, or the value of the redeemable voucher or merchandise prize for winning the game, can be controlled by a source other than any player playing the game. 
·     The success of any player is or may be determined by a chance event that cannot be altered by player actions. 
·     The ability of any player to succeed at the game is determined by game features not visible to or known to the player. 
·     The ability of the player to succeed at the game is impacted by the exercise of a skill that no reasonable player could exercise.
The bill provides that any regulation of skill-based amusement machines is governed by the Gambling Law and not by the Consumer Sales Practices Act .  
The bill provides that the mere presence of a device, such as a pin-setting, ball-releasing, or scoring mechanism, that does not contribute to or affect the outcome of the play of a game does not make the device a skill-based amusement machine. The bill defines "merchandise prize" to mean any item of value, but not including any of the following:  (1) cash, gift cards, or any equivalent thereof, (2) plays on games of chance, state lottery tickets, bingo, or instant bingo, (3) firearms, tobacco, or alcoholic beverages, or (4) a redeemable voucher that is redeemable for any of the items listed in items (1), (2), or (3) above.  "Redeemable voucher" means any ticket, token, coupon, receipt, or other noncash representation of value.  The bill retains the provision of current law that specifies that a "slot machine" does not include a skill-based amusement machine

Continuing law allows players of skill-based amusement machines to receive prizes based on the results of their play.  The bill, however, provides that if a noncash prize, toy, or novelty is received as a reward for, or a free or reduced-priced game is won by, playing or operating a skill-based amusement machine, persons are prohibited from giving in exchange any item excluded from the definition of "merchandise prize" .

A violation of the bill's prohibition is a misdemeanor of the first degree for each redemption of prize involved in the violation and a felony of the fifth degree on subsequent offenses, and the court must impose upon the offender the maximum fine authorized to be imposed for a felony of the fifth degree.  All of these violations constitute the new offense of "skill-based amusement machine prohibited conduct."  In addition, this new offense becomes an additional type of "gambling offense" for purposes of the Gambling Law.

How to Contact Your LobbyistsADVANCE \d 7
You may contact your lobbyists at the following address:



Carolyn Towner, Kristy Smith, and Amanda Sines

Towner Policy Group, LLC.

33 North Third Street, Suite 320

Columbus, Ohio 43215

614-221-7157 (telephone)

614-221-0756 (fax)

carolyntowner@sbcglobal.net 
 kristymsmith@sbcglobal.net
amandasines@sbcglobal.net
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